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KISAMPA 
FACT SHEET 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Kisampa is set in a pristine, wild area in eastern Tanzania. The region is filled with ox-bow lakes, riverine forests, 
open grassland, wild rolling hills and steep ridges that provide breath taking views of the surrounding areas. Wildlife 
is shy but increasing with the protection now provided in the sanctuary. This is a private community conservation 
sanctuary adjacent to the unique coastal Saadani National Park. Situated on a remote hilltop with a vista of the 
plains below, Kisampa is a special place. So special, in fact, that some of the AfrikaAfrika team live here 
permanently!  
 
Kisampa is the ultimate bush retreat – a place where you can turn off from all the stress, pressure and noise.  This 
place has been brilliant for yoga retreats, personal meditation and simply the ultimate place to wind down.   
 
This is furthermore a birders paradise and Kisampa has a few secluded birding platforms where you can spend the 
day relaxing and watching some of east Africa’s finest bird life. 
 
We pride ourselves on with divine “country style” lunches of freshly baked bread from our brick oven, hearty soups 
and salads along fresh seasonal fruit for desert. 
 
Here we offer you a personal journey, an experience full of meaning – not just another destination. We will lead you 
on a superb exploration that will take you into the heart of this amazing little piece of Africa.  Because it’s our own 
sanctuary, you won’t bump into other safari-goers anywhere on Kisampa.  We keep your experience intimate and 
personal. 
 
This is an adventure that will get you thinking.  It will stretch your mind (just as much as your legs) and Africa will 
get under your skin.  Welcome to Kisampa - Where Africa awakens your soul! 
 
 

 
 
OVERVIEW 

 
 

 
Quick overview 

Accessed by light aircraft to Matipwilli Airstrip or by road from Dar es Salaam. Kisampa is set in a 
pristine, wild area in eastern Tanzania. The region is filled with ox-bow lakes, riverine forests, open 
grassland, wild rolling hills and steep ridges that provide breathtaking views of the surrounding 
areas. The diverse habitat makes it a birders paradise.  Wildlife is shy but increasing with the 
protection now provided in the sanctuary. 

Kisampa offers six (6) private bungalows, with en suite bathrooms. 

Activities include hiking, bird watching, canoeing, fishing, fly camping, game drives into the 
Saadani National Park, village visits, honey production, butterfly watching… 

 
LOCATION 

 

 
General 

• The camp is set on a ridgeline overlooking the Wami River Valley, bordering the Saadani 
National Park, Tanzania. 

• Set in Kisampa Private Conservation Area. 

 
 

Geography 

• We would like to mention that Kisampa and Saadani should not be viewed as PRIME 
game viewing areas in Tanzania.  Unlike the well-established parks of Serengeti and 
Ruaha, this region is a new conservation area and growing stronger by the day. It is 
unique in so many other ways and very much worth a visit – however not if your main goal 
is seeing the big five. 
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Getting there 

• Kisampa can be reached either by road, by chartered flight to Matipwilli airstrip (private 
airstrip for Kisampa, TCAA registered) with Safari Air Link, Spears Air or Flightlink as well 
as by scheduled flights with Coastal Aviation (service from June 2012). 

• The drive from Dar es Salaam is approximately 3 – 4 hours and the flight 30 minutes.   

 
GPS coordinates 

• 6 degrees south, 14 minutes, 58.30 seconds 

• 38 degrees east, 39 minutes, 25.73 seconds 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Map 

 

 

 
ACCOMMODATION 

 
 
 

Overview 

• Six (6) open-sided guest bungalows - twin or double bed configurations possible for all 
bungalows. 

• Two (2) of the bungalows have a small “hema” tent close by which can accommodate a 
maximum of 2 single beds – ideal for teenage kids when parents are staying in the nearby 
bungalow. 

• Camp can accommodate 14 guests. 

 
 
 
 
 

Details 

• En suite bathroom including bucket shower under the stars & waterless composting toilets. 

• Large sleeping area with a huge bed under flowing mosquito net. 

• Veranda in front of each bungalow – views onto natural bush. 

• Small writing desk and chair. 

• Mobile solar lamps in each bungalow. 

• For security each bungalow offers a lockable trunk. 

• Free laundry service, depending on weather should be returned to you within 24 hours. 

 
CAMP 
 
 

 
Overview 

• Camp situated on breezy ridgeline overlooking Wami River Valley flood plain. 

• Dining and lounge area in one large dining thatched pavilion. Dining often under the stars. 

• Comprehensive library of relevant reference books. 

• Gift shop available. 

• Fire pit and sitting/dining area overlooking natural bush. 
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Electricity & Water 

• Camp has 220v generator powered electricity run in kitchen and main areas when guests 
are not in camp. 

• Power is generated every 2 to 3 days by means of generator and further augmented by 
solar energy. 

• Lighting in guest accommodation is small mobile solar lamps with their own little panels. 

• If guests have equipment needing electrical charging the managers of Kisampa will charge 
the items at the camp office and later return to guests when fully charged. 

• Drinking water is from filtered rainwater as well as bottled. 

• Shower and laundry water is river water and hand delivered to the tents. 

• Water is scarce so conservation is an important consideration year round. 
 

Drinks • All drinks are included in the accommodation rate. 

 
 
 

Communication 

• Cellular phone signals are received from all major networks within lodge area. So not to 
intrude on other guests’ privacy, guests are requested to please observe following 
courtesies: 

Please ensure the ring tone is kept at a low volume to avoid disturbing other guests. 

Please use phone in the privacy of the tent and not any of the common areas: main 
pavilion, camp fire or on any of the vehicles or on game drives.  

 

 

Child policy 
• All children are welcome. Parents are reminded that they are responsible for their children 

at all times in camp. 
 

Rates • Rates are available on request and we reserve the right to change our rates at any time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities 

• Activities are tailored for each guest to ensure the best experience 

• Bush walks (Kisampa Private Conservation Area are renowned for their diversity of 
habitat, including grassland, rivers, coastal forest, oxbow lake, river sand banks and 
coastal savannah) 

• Canoeing on the Wami River – Canadian style open fiberglass boats, accommodating 2 
guests at a time and a local boat captain. The boat captain will be in charge of the vessel 
as he “punts” and steers the boat while clients are completely free to enjoy bird life and 
river scenery. This activity is dependent on Wami River water levels and is not for larger 
groups as we can only take 4 people per day.   

• Birdlife is diverse and prolific – we have two bird watching platforms overlooking the water 
for keen bird watchers.  

• Village visits to Matipwilli and Gongo on the edge of Saadani National Park. 

• Guests can volunteer time on any of our social development or conservation projects. 

• Kisampa is a perfect location for private meditation and yoga practises. 

• Scenic drives in Kisampa. 

• Boat safaris in Saadani National Park by motorised boat seating a maximum of 6 guests. 
Trips need to be booked in advance, require most of the day and the timings are 
dependent on the tidal movements and on client numbers as the boats are operated by 
Saadani Safari Lodge. No children under 6 years of age due to safety reasons. 

Guides brief guests on safe and appropriate behaviour to maximize the pleasure of the experience 
for all guests. 
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Benefitting others 

• AfrikaAfrika’s vision is to see African natural environments protected and local 
communities develop through good stewardship and revenues generated by responsible 
tourism.  Within camp our goal is to be as environmentally friendly as possible by 
conserving precious water resources, and when ever possible support local communities 
by buying local products, which reduces our carbon footprint. Furthermore, we also 
employ staff from the surrounding local communities, allowing our guests to have cultural 
exchange of ideas and lifestyles. 

• AfrikaAfrika donates $10 per person per night (included in the rates) from each guest to 
the community to be spent on teachers’ housing, teaching aids for the school and other 
vital community services. 

• For the past 8 years AfrikaAfrika has been engaged in community work in the villages of 
Matipwilli and Gongo. Guests are welcome to visit these villages.  More in-depth 
involvement to help us with our community efforts can be arranged along with long stay 
accommodation rates. All of our community efforts are managed under our charity Tuende 
Pamoja. 

 
LUGGAGE & EQUIPMENT 

 

Luggage • Please be aware of the strict weight restrictions (15kg / 33 lbs) whilst traveling on light 
aircraft.  It is mandatory to bring soft-sided bags so that they can easily be stowed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested  
packing list 

• Good quality sunglasses – preferably polarized, tinted fashion glasses are not good in 
strong light 

• Sun hat 

• T-shirts and long sleeved cotton shirts 

• Shorts 

• Long trousers 

• Comfortable walking shoes – bring two pairs in case one gets wet 

• Flip flops 

• Warm winter jersey or fleece 

• Light rain gear 

• Camera equipment with plenty of memory capacity, batteries and chargers 

• Binoculars 

• If clients wear contact lenses, we recommend bringing glasses in case of irritation from 
dust 

• Basic medical kit including malaria prophylaxis – consult your travel doctor 

• Moisturizing cream, high SPF suntan lotion and after sun lotion/aloe vera 

• Personal toiletries 

• Tissues/wet wipes 

• Small backpack for personal belongings during walks and excursions 

• Insect repellent 

• Antihistamine cream to reduce the discomfort and inflammation from any bites 

• Visas, tickets, passports and money (please note there are no banks or bureau de 
changes in Kisampa) 

• Please be aware that USD bank notes printed prior to 2006 will not be accepted by 
National Parks Authority and most other government and business agencies within 
Tanzania. 
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Recommended 
reading 

• Birds of East Africa by Terry Stevenson, Brian Small & John Gale 

• The Scramble for Africa by Thomas Packenham 

• SAS Survival Guide by John Wiseman 

• Field Guide to Common Trees and Shrubs of East Africa by Najma Dharani 

• Photographic Guide to Trees of Southern Africa by Braam van Wyk 

• Where Spirits Fly by Jackie Barbour 

 
MONEY 

 
Rates include 

• All rates include full room and board, all drinks, activities at Kisampa, laundry service, road 
transfers from Matipwilli airstrip and Kisampa, village and district levies and community 
conservation levy @ $10 per adult per night (16 years and above).  

 
 

 
 

Rates Exclude 

• Transport to and from Kisampa if travelling my road. 

• If you are driving yourself to Kisampa there is an additional cost of a motorcycle guide to 
show you the camp for $15 each way and also $10 per day for our nightly security fee for 
cars.   

• Saadani National Park fees for excursions outside Kisampa.  

• Tipping is not compulsory however if you believe we have provided a good service we 
have a communal tipping box at the end of your stay to be distributed amongst all the 
camp staff. We ask you not to tip the staff individually.  

 
HEALTH 

 

 
Advice 

• A physician experienced in travel medicine should be consulted prior to travel to any 
destination in Africa to advise on all health issues including the need for preventative 
medication and vaccinations.  Further health information can be sought on www.who.org 
or www.cdc.org. 

 
 

Water 

• It is very important that you drink plenty of water especially during the warmer months. It is 
generally recommended that guests drink at least 2 to 3 litres of water per day to limit the 
effects of dehydration. This excludes tea, coffee and alcoholic beverages, which act as 
diuretics and therefore can actually contribute to dehydration. Bottled water is readily 
available and is provided free of charge. 

 
 

Malaria 

Kisampa is within a malaria zone so please remember that the best precaution against malaria is 
the preventative kind: 

• Avoid being bitten by using insect repellents liberally. 

• Wear long-sleeved shirts and trousers/slacks in the evenings.  

• Keep your mosquito net closed at night to prevent insects entering.  

 
Dietary requirements 

• For those guests with specific dietary requirements please ensure the lodge is notified 
prior to arrival.  Please note we support local businesses by mainly serving fish, squid, 
octopus and crab. 

 

Prior medical 
conditions 

• Please notify the camp of any medical conditions you may have prior to your arrival.  This 
includes any allergies e.g. bee stings, nuts, shellfish etc.  

 
 
 

 
 


